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his favourite animal understood, as perfect-
ly as himself. The natives are celebrated
for their talents as reconteurs ; and since
the time of Scheherazade, this seems to have
been the favourite Indian, as well as "Ara-
bian Nights' entertainment."

All native princes entertain Bhats, as
our sovereigns of olden time did Jesters;
and among the labouring classes, it is
common to see half-a-dozen half-nude
people, with bare backs, but gaudy tur-
bans, squatted, cowering round a bright
wood fire, telling Bhats to each other,
until gun-fire in the morning. The most
absurd legends are remembered for the oc-
casion, and if these fail, the hiatus is
filled up with treasured anecdotes of the
"S$ib Logue," a fertile source of raconting
to such of the peasants as may have been
brought into communion with European
residents. Gossip is certainly one of the
dearest privileges of the natives of India.

One of the most uncommon pets I have
heard of, during my residence in the East,
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